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December Spiritual 
Engagement Opportunities 
 

Live Stream with us on Sundays at 11 am on our 
YouTube Channel! 
 

Sunday, Dec 2 | 9 & 11 am  
“Bow to the Mystery”   
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
The first source of Unitarian Universalism invites us 
to have a "direct experience of that transcending 
mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which 
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an 
openness to the forces which create and uphold 
life."  Direct experience has always been critical to 
our understanding of religion and spirituality.  The 
service will investigate. 
 
Sunday, Dec 9 | 9 & 11 am 
“Where is the Light?”  
Rev. Katie Romano Griffin  
Musical Guest: Peter Mayer 
Join Rev. Katie and special 
musical guest Peter Mayer as 
we explore the Universalist 
notion that we are born of 
Original Blessing. 
 
Sunday, Dec 16 | 9 & 11 am 
“The Christmas Menorahs”  
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi & Tim Atkins 
Abhi and Tim lead this all-ages service based on the 
story “The Christmas Menorahs” by Janice Cohn.  
Cohn’s book is based on a true story from Billings, 
Montana. After someone throws a rock through 
Isaac Schnitzer’s window, the people of Billings join 
together to fight a series of hate crimes.  
 

Sunday, Dec 23 | 9 & 11 am     
“Solstice + Christmas”     
Rev. Katie Romano Griffin & Christin Green 
It’s the fourth Sunday of Advent in the Christian 
Calendar and the last day of most Winter Solstice 
Celebrations.  Rev. Katie, your Assistant Minister 
and Christin Green, your Intern Minister, invite you 
to engage with these two holidays meaningfully 
and joyfully. 
 

Monday, Dec 24: Christmas Eve 
Services 
Revs. Abhi Janamanchi & Katie Romano Griffin, Tim 
Atkins, Christin Green, Dr. Henry Sgrecci, & Cedar 
Lane Choirs 
 
4 pm: “Family Candlelight Service” 
This service is designed especially for families with 
young children as well as for all-ages. This year’s 
service features our annual multigenerational 
Christmas story, which this year will be the Dr. 
Seuss classic, The Grinch who Stole Christmas. The 
Children’s Choir will sing You’re a Mean One, Mr. 
Grinch. 
 
6 pm:  “Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols” 
We join together in story and song, with carols and 
candle-lights, and rekindle the Christmas spirit of 
joy, hope, and peace within each of us.  The Youth 
Choir will add the sweet harmonies of Gloria, 
Gloria, Hodie and Bring a Torch Jeannette Isabella 
to the service. 
 
10 pm:  “Be the Light” 
Let us join together and celebrate the birth of a 
child that would later change the world and 
witness his life through the lens of women of the 
Bible.  A meditative service of music, prayer, and 
personal reflection.   The Adult Choir will be joined 
by harpist Melissa Dvorak, guitarist Matt Trkula, 
and marimba player Phillip Drembus, to reprise a 
Choir favorite, Conrad Susa’s Carols and Lullabies of 
the Southwest. 
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Sunday, Dec 30 | one service at 10 am 
“Kwanzaa & LGBTQ Worship Service”   
Rev. Archene Turner, Affiliated Community Minister 
& Cedar Lane members 
Rev. Archene Turner needs your help organizing an 
exciting LGBTQ worship service for Sunday, Dec 30, 
at 10 am. The 30th is also the 5th day of Kwanzaa. 
Kwanzaa’s 5th principle is Nia (purpose) - to make 
our collective vocation the building of our 
community in order to restore our people to their 
traditional greatness. Let's come together as 
LGBTQ siblings to plan this service with Nia in mind 
on Mondays, Dec 3, 10, and 17 at 7-9 pm in lower 
level Room 5-6. If interested, please contact Rev 
Archene at aturner@cedarlane.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Assistant 
Minister 
Rev. Katie Romano Griffin, 
kromanogriffin@cedarlane.org 
 

 

 
 

When winter’s gray is on the sky  
Rust upon the leaves that lie  
Red on the last few berries clinging  
Brown on the branch where the bitter wind’s 
singing  
Even when white obscures the scene  
Still, in winter, there is green.  
- Peter Mayer 

 
The holiday season can be wonderful, exciting, 
joyful and also hectic, exhausting, complicated and 
anxiety-producing.  What I love about this excerpt 
from Peter Mayer’s Song “Green” is that it reminds 
us that even in the winter, even when all seems 
frozen, hard, covered in blah, there is life 
underneath it all.   
 
This wisdom can center us when the anxiety and 
hopelessness that sometimes accompanies our 
justice work and our everyday lives seeks to take its 
toll or tick us into thinking that there is only gray 
outside.  This beautiful wisdom, reminds us that no 
matter how gray our circumstances appear to be, 

mailto:aturner@cedarlane.org
mailto:kromanogriffin@cedarlane.org
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the resilient lush green grass of life is underneath, 
just waiting the gray out. 
 
If you need some time to get centered this month, I 
hope you will drop in on a Middle Hour program 
between services on Sundays, or the Stress Relief 
class that I will be leading on Wednesday, Dec 5.  
Or maybe you will want to get engaged with our 
annual Holiday Craft Day (one of my favorite days 
at Cedar Lane!). Rev. Abhi has created a special 
Holiday Meditation on our YouTube Channel 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=UROLppYHVf0) to 
support you.  And we are planning some incredible 
worship services this December that will stimulate 
your mind, soothe and energize your soul, and 
center your being.   
 
My December prayer for you is this: 
 

May your holiday season be filled with more 
green and red berries than gray skies and snow. 
May your heart find more joy than anxiety. 
May you feel more hopeful and less fearful and 
stressed. 
And may you always remember that you are a 
part of a wider community at Cedar Lane that is 
journeying with you through it all. 

 
May it be so. Amen and Blessed Be. 
 
Believing in you,  
Rev. Katie 
 

Newcomer Opportunities 
 

Cedar Lane 101 
First Sundays, Sept – June, in the Library 
For those who would like to learn more about the 
Unitarian Universalism faith and the Cedar Lane 
community. We will explore what it means to be a 
non-creedal religion and will examine in more 
detail the guiding principles of our faith. We’ll meet 
in the Library after the 9 am worship service on 
Sunday, Dec 2. All are welcome! 
 

New Member Recognition  
Sunday, Dec 9, 9 & 11 am 
This short ceremony invites those of you who have 
recently signed the membership book or are ready 
to sign the book, to come before the congregation 
during worship and share a responsive reading with 
the congregation as we officially invite you into our 
community. If you are interested, please email Sara 
Davidson, Director of Membership Engagement at 
sdavidson@cedarlane.org by Tuesday, Dec 4, 3 
pm.  Please mention whether you wish to 
participate in the 9 or 11 o’clock service. 
 

 
 

Joys & Sorrows 
 
A great big THANK YOU to Kami Sankar Boyle, Usha 
Charya, Christin Green, Lalitha Janamanchi, Latha & 
Sai Pothuri, Raj Rajendran, Babzz Ricketts, and 
other Cedar Laners and friends for coordinating a 
successful and joyous Diwali Spirit Experience on  
Sunday, Nov 18!  More than 200 people from Cedar 
Lane, area UU congregations, and the wider 
community attended the event that included 
classical Indian dances by students of Natananjali 
and NrityaMala Schools of Dance, music by Arvind 
Venugopal, a Diwali play enacted by Cedar Lane 
children, and the sharing of Diwali memories by 
Usha and Kami.  The evening culminated with the 
lighting of sparklers and fireworks and a delicious 
Dosa party!  Special thanks to Rick Lohmeyer and 
Mike Morse for AV support and Cedar Lane staff 
member Jose Morant for helping with set-up and 
clean-up.  We appreciate all of your help and 
support in building beloved community at Cedar 
Lane! 
 
Thank You!  Gracias!  Merci!  Danke!  A Dank!  And 
43,800 more times, thank you.  The Falling for 
Cedar Lane annual auction was a huge success and 

mailto:sdavidson@cedarlane.org
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it was due to generosity: of donors, volunteers, 
people who made bids, those who moved tables, 
our drummers, cooks, cashiers and so many others 
who took on large jobs and small tasks. The gross 
is......you guessed it, $43,800!  View photos on our 
photo gallery page on the website: 
www.cedarlane.org/photo-gallery.  
 
Thank you to all of the Cedar Lane members and 
friends who brought in food for our annual Manna 
Thanksgiving Food Drive! Good news! We 
collected 651 lbs of food!  Thank you for your 
generosity! 
 

 
Thank you, thank you to so many wonderful Cedar 
Lane members and friends and visitors for joining 
us for Friendsgiving last Thursday, Nov 22. 
Everybody chipped in to make sure we had enough 
food, to make sure we had decorations to make 
the place cozy, and to make sure that all was 
cleaned up when it was over! Our deepest 
gratitude to Fran Pflieger, organizer extraordinaire, 
and to other dear Cedar Lane members including 
Jeffrey Johnston and Scot Brown, Babzz Ricketts, 
Mary Means, Archene Turner, Shira Ehrlich, and so 
many others!  It was so wonderful to be in 
community. 
 
We offer our condolences to Harold Quayle whose 
younger brother, Fred, died last Saturday, Nov 24, 
after a short illness. We send healing wishes to 
Harold's wife, Martha Quayle, who is at Shady 
Grove hospital. 

We hold in our hearts Marysol Scott, who is 
recovering from illness. Cards of support are 
welcome. 
 

Sharing Our Gifts: Support 
Cedar Lane in 2018: Year-
End Fundraising Appeal 
 

 
The holiday season embodies what we love most 
about Cedar Lane.  Opportunities for celebration, 
connection, and contemplation.  Together, we are 
building a beloved community.   
 
It is also a time to take stock of our community’s 
accomplishments.  And, you know what?  We did 
some pretty incredible things.  We… 
 

 Hosted more than a half-dozen Spirit 
Experiences, bringing the religious 
traditions, music, dancing, and food of 
people across the world to Cedar Lane. 

 Grew our Lifespan Religious Education 
program.  We added a class for 3-year-olds, 
boosted our volunteer base, expanded our 
Adult Programs, and included more fun, 
family-friendly events.   

 Pastoral Visitors and Ministers provided 
more than 690 caring conversations to 
Cedar Lane members in times of need.  

 

http://www.cedarlane.org/photo-gallery
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That list leaves us in awe of what we – 750 
committed Cedar Lane members – can accomplish 
in a few short months.   
 
As you have likely heard by now, Cedar Lane is in a 
time of unusual financial need.  We fell short of our 
pledge goal by about $70,000.   
 
To address the gap, we have decided on a path to 
help alleviate the impact of the shortfall, give 
ourselves time to understand the roots of the 
shortfall, and craft a response that considers the 
needs of our community.   
 
You are a critical step on that path.   
 
In order to meet our 2018 – 2019 need, we must 
raise $35,000 from our end of the year appeal.  
Yes, we are asking you to give more than you have 
before.   
 
Please consider making a year-end gift to support 
the many ministries of Cedar Lane, such as our 
immigrant justice and environmental justice 
ministries, our lifespan religious education 
ministry, and our incredible music and worship 
ministries. 
 
Your donation can be made by check, by credit 
card online at www.cedarlane.org, or by electronic 
transfer.  Should you want assistance, please 
contact Olivia James, Accounting Manager 
(ojames@cedarlane.org / 301-493-8300 x310). 
 
Thank you for all that you do to make Cedar Lane a 
place that helps love work in the world. 
  
Happy Holidays! 
 
In faith and gratitude, 
 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Senior Minister 
Gail Riley, President, Board of Trustees 
 

What Is Cedar Lane’s 
Covenant of Right 
Relations All About? 
 

From the Right Relations Education Team:  
Marion Torchia, Marilyn Emery, and Debbie Trent 
 
In October 2017, Cedar Lane voted to adopt a new 
“Covenant of Right Relations.”  Jim Anderson, then 
Board president, explained that this new document 
was intended to address two basic questions: “How 
will we live together when we don’t understand 
each other and we don’t agree?” and “What 
promises shall we make about how we want to be 
and what we want to do together?”   
 
This covenant is not a list of rules—do this; don’t 
do that. It is a principle-based description of a 
mutually agreed-on standard of behavior. It 
summarizes, in general terms, a commitment we 
make about how we will treat each other and those 
who come into community with us. 
 
Cedar Lane’s covenant is anchored in the seven 
principles of Unitarian Universalism. It asks us to 
“bring our best selves to every encounter,” to 
“assume the good intentions of others,” to “listen 
to one another mindfully,” and to “communicate 
with one another directly, with respect, honesty, 
and compassion.”  The emphasis is on respect, 
kindness, and generosity. 
 

http://www.cedarlane.org/
mailto:ojames@cedarlane.org


  

Page | 7 

In March of this year the Board followed appointed 
a “Right Relations Task Force” and asked it to 
develop a process that would make the Covenant 
of Right Relations a reality of congregational life. 
This Task Force recommended the creation of a 
“Right Relations Education Team” that would keep 
the covenant, and the issues it addresses, in the 
forefront of CLUUC’s attention. The Board agreed.  
 
The team’s first task is to dig deeper into the 
concept of “covenant,” a religious/political idea 
with a long history. In the seventeenth century our 
New England ancestors established the Cambridge 
Platform, a document that formed the basis for 
“congregational polity,” a new democratic system 
of church governance that contrasted with 
hierarchical supra-national systems like the Roman 
Catholic Church and national systems like the 
Church of England. In the Cambridge Platform, the 
“company of saints by calling” entered into a “holy 
covenant” or voluntary agreement to become 
members of a particular local congregation, and to 
abide by its rules. The goals were mutual 
edification and the public worship of God. 
 
Unitarian Universalists today point back to the 
Cambridge Platform as our founding document. 
However, we belong to a very different theological 
world. We would not refer to ourselves as “a 
company of saints.” We don’t share a common 
understanding of God: some of us are theists, some 
agnostics, some atheists. We pride ourselves on 
welcoming diversity and freedom of thought. So it 
is understandably hard for us to create a covenant 
that will leave room for so much freedom. 
But we must. If not, we will cease to be a 
community. We must get “back to basics,” and 
reaffirm the principles that we hold in common, 
the ideals that will enable us to work well together.  
We believe the Covenant of Right Relations is a 
good start. 
 
Next time:  How do UUs understand right 
relations? 
 

Age Has Its Privileges 
Please consult your financial advisor. 
 
lf you’re 70-1/2 or older, an IRA Charitable Rollover 
gift can help you support Cedar Lane’s Capital 
Campaign or your pledge to the Annual Fund. 
 
If you are 70 1/2 or older, making an IRA rollover 
gift is a great way for you to support Cedar Lane 
Unitarian Universalist Church! 
 

 The IRA rollover allows donors who are 70½ 
or older to transfer a maximum of $100,000 
directly from their IRA to qualified charity 
(ies) each year. 

 You pay no income tax on the gift. The 
transfer generates neither taxable income 
nor a tax deduction.  The “qualified 
charitable distribution” (QCD) will count as 
your required minimum distribution 
without being added to your adjusted gross 
income, which can be a boon if you're going 
to take the new, higher standard deduction 
instead of itemizing.  Make your QCD well in 
advance of New Year’s Eve because the 
money has to be out of your account and 
the check needs to be cashed by the charity 
by December (12/2018 Kiplinger’s Personal 
Finance, p.33).  Cedar Lane needs this check 
to be received in our office by Friday, 
December 14th to ensure deposit, due to 
holiday and vacation schedules.   

 An IRA rollover gift can be used to meet all 
or part of an IRA required minimum 
distribution. 

 If you made a gift directly from your IRA to 
Cedar Lane at any point during 2018, your 
gift will qualify as a rollover gift. 

 
To make an IRA rollover gift, instruct the custodian 
of your lRA to make a direct transfer gift from your 
IRA payable to: Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 9601 Cedar Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814.  
Our Tax ID number is 52-0629773.  Inform 
executive director Jen Morley of your intentions 
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and the name of the custodian of your IRA.  
Questions? Contact Jen at jmorley@cedarlane.org  
or (301) 493-8300 x209.  
 
Thanks to Cedar Lane member Bob Harrison for this 
information. 
 

Engagement Opportunities 
 

Duckpin Bowling (LGBTQIA+) 
Saturday, Dec 8, 4 - 6 pm  
All are welcome to join us at White Oak Bowling 
Lanes: White Oak Bowling Lanes: 11207 New 
Hampshire Ave, Silver Spring, MD. Open to all 
gender identities, sexual orientations, and ages. 
Contact Fran for details: franpflieger@verizon.net.   
 

Culture of Consent Workshop 
Saturday, Dec 8, 4 – 6 pm 
Join us for a special parent seminar on teaching 
children about consent and creating a culture of 
consent in the home with guest speaker, CB Beal, 
M.DIV. of Justice and Peace Consulting. CB is a 
consent, sexuality, and sexual health educator with 
extensive experience with children, youth, and 
adults of all genders, sizes, abilities, and 
backgrounds. Details about the talk available here: 
www.cedarlane.org/event/culture-consent-talk.  
 

 

Ethical Eating Potluck & Vespers  
Wednesday, Dec 12, 6 pm potluck / 7 pm 
vespers service, Lounge & Chapel 
All are welcome to this community-style plant-
based potluck on the 2nd Wednesdays of the 

month, October - June. We'll eat and join in 
fellowship, enjoy centering readings from Thich 
Nhat Hanh’s How to Eat, create and share a 
compilation of recipes, and chat about 
resources/tips around how to afford and prepare 
plant-based meals, and why it's important! Please 
bring a dish to share with 6 to 8. Following the 
potluck, there will be a Vespers worship service in 
the Chapel from 7 to 7:20ish pm. 
 

Alliance Holiday Potluck & Sing-Along 
Thursday, Dec 13, 12 pm potluck / 
entertainment at 1 pm 
Our annual event will include singers Leslie Backus, 
Laura Sailer, Kate Harrison, and Kathie Bryant, 
accompanied by Susan Easterly on piano, to be 
followed by a Holiday Sing-along.  In addition, there 
will be a Secret Santa Raffle of gifts donated by 
secret Santas.  Turkey and ham will be provided for 
the potluck. Vegan and vegetarian dishes welcome. 
 

Seeking Soul Matters Facilitators 
We will be re-launching our Soul Matters Groups in 
January.  These groups are a great way to both 
connect with a small group of Cedar Laners in a 
deep an authentic way, and deepen your own 
spirituality and faith.  We will begin sign-ups for the 
2019 round of Small Groups later in December, but 
we are looking for 5-10 more facilitators for these 
groups.  As facilitators, we will train you and set 
you up with the monthly curriculum.  Once a 
month, your group meets to have their discussion.  
Being a small group facilitator is a great way to 
both serve our community and to get to know 10-
12 Cedar Laners very, very well.  All it takes is the 
ability to facilitate a conversation!  The 
commitment is to lead the groups for one calendar 
year, meeting once a month (summer optional) for 
a couple of hours.  If you’re interested and willing, 
please contact Tim at tatkins@cedarlane.org. 

mailto:jmorley@cedarlane.org
mailto:franpflieger@verizon.net
http://www.cedarlane.org/event/culture-consent-talk
mailto:tatkins@cedarlane.org
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Cedar Lane Nursery School 
 
Do you know 
about Cedar 
Lane Nursery 
School (CLNS), 
an early 
childhood 
education 
program on 
the lower level 
of our church? 
CLNS is a 
cooperative 
nursery school 
that has been 
in existence 
since 1959. It 
began by a dedicated church member who formed 
a cooperative (co-op) with other parents to take 
turns caring for their children. As expectations for 
early care and education changed, the co-op hired 
professional teachers. The program that started as 
a one room school for children aged 2-5 is now a 
non-denominational, community-based program 
with 3 classrooms and 4 age-specific classes (2s, 
2/3s, 3s, and 4/5s programs) that serve a total of 
44 children. Under the direction of the beloved 
director, Teacher Bernie and her staff, parents still 
play an active role in the classrooms of this co-op 
program. Children are supported in this play-based 
program whose mission is to provide a warm, 
nurturing environment where children are 
respected and encouraged to discover themselves. 
Play is at the heart of learning, and hands-on 
opportunities are provided to encourage social-
emotional, physical, and cognitive growth. To learn 
more about CLNS, see our website: www.clns.org  
or contact our admissions chair for a tour: 
admissionsclns@gmail.org.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Beloved Conversations: 
Starting in January! 
 

Cedar Lane is thrilled to announce the start of 
Beloved Conversations, a powerful pathway for 
spiritual growth and relationship building that 
advances our dream of beloved community. This 
transformative curriculum is grounded in spiritual 
practice and our UU faith. If you have been craving 
deeper connection and are yearning to develop 
meaningful connections, or are interested in 
becoming a leader at Cedar Lane, you should 
consider registering for this program before all 
spots are filled!  
  
Beloved Conversations is a learning laboratory for 
how to live healthily in a multiracial, multicultural, 
theologically diverse community, and how to work 
for a racially just world, both within and beyond 
our congregation. Led by Dr. Mark Hicks, Meadville 
Lombard Professor of Religious Education, and 
Multicultural Ministry Consultant Julica Herman-De 
La Fuente. Beloved Conversations opens with a 1.5-
day immersive retreat at Cedar Lane (F & S, January 
18-19, 2019); followed by eight 2-hour sessions, 
every other week, in small cohorts of 10-15 people. 
Our initial retreat will be shared with our sibling 
congregation in Fairfax to increase the depth at 

http://www.clns.org/
mailto:admissionsclns@gmail.org
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which we can explore what it means to be beloved 
community. 
  
Your participation is invited and encouraged. Space 
is limited to just 50 slots. 
  
For more information, contact the Rev. Katie 
Romano Griffin, your Assistant Minister, and be on 
the lookout for registration – coming soon! 
 

Refugee Support Ministry 
Team - Ali Family Update  
 

Since the spring 2017, Cedar Lane has been 
working with the Islamic Cultural Center of 
Potomac to support a local refugee family from 
Homs, Syria.  In addition to the father Mohammad 
and mother Fatema, there are two sons, Khalid 22 
and Yousef 18, and a daughter Reem 13.  The older 
son works full-time; the younger son is in 11th 
grade and works part-time; and the daughter is in 
7th grade.   There is also a married older daughter 
Nizreen who lives with her husband, 4 year old 
daughter and 1 year old son in the same apartment 
complex.  In the beginning we provided several 
months of financial support in addition to our 
ongoing tutoring. We also assisted them with their 
green card applications, which are currently being 
processed by Immigration Services.   
 
It has been a powerful experience to watch this 
family adapt to their new home.   It’s impossible for 
us to really understand what it means to see your 

homeland fall apart and loved ones die fighting, 
then spend years in limbo and finally have to start 
over in a strange country with a different language 
and culture.  Their resilience is impressive and one 
wonders how we would do under those 
circumstances.   We’ve seen that the ease of 
learning a new language depends on motivation, 
exposure and age.   Yousef appears to be the most 
fluent member of the family and acts as the 
translator for his parents at medical appointments.  
He’s in high school and talks about going to college.  
Fatema is very eager to speak and read English, 
although being older she often has difficulty with 
correct pronunciation.  Since she studied French in 
high school, she’s already familiar with our 
alphabet and reading and writing left to right.  By 
now she can translate for her husband when we’re 
there and hardly ever uses the Google Translate 
App.   
 
Like all people, as long as they have shelter and 
aren’t starving the most important aspects of their 
lives are family, friends and food.   This family is 
fortunate to have part of their extended family 
close by.  The 4 year old granddaughter spends 
almost every day with grandma, and the two 
families spend a lot of time with each other for 
meals and on outings.   They keep up with the rest 
of their extended family living in various Middle 
East countries via Skype. Fatema and the children 
who are in school have made friends with other 
Arabic-speaking neighbors and classmates.   We’re 
sure that this provides a community where they 
feel comfortable and a respite from dealing with 
their unfamiliar new environment. 
 
Since there are many Middle Eastern refugees 
where they live, the local supermarket carries 
some of the ingredients for Syrian cooking, and 
there is nearby Middle East store which sells 
everything else to make the dishes “from home”.   
Fatema loves to cook and this occupies much of 
her time.    
 
Confirming the importance of family, friends and 
food, Fatema is very fond of showing us pictures of 
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their extended family around the world and their 
local friends.  Many pictures include tables set for 
Syrian food for special occasions, including 
Ramadan and birthdays. 
 
Observing how well Fatema is doing, we wonder 
whether this is because her role in a strange new 
place is both well-defined and familiar.   Wherever 
she is, it’s her job to take care of her family by 
shopping, cooking, cleaning and washing clothes.   
This doesn’t change, although exactly how to do it 
may.    
 
Our relationship with the family has also given us a 
perspective on our own lives – many of our 
concerns are really “first world problems” that a 
large segment of humanity would be grateful to 
have in place of their daily struggles for basic 
survival. 
 
In addition to our ongoing relationship with the Ali 
family we have provided support for other 
refugees.  We’ve had several collections of 
household supplies and toiletries for both local 
refugee families and the Rohingya in Bangladesh.  
We will respond to future requests for donations of 
supplies with organized Cedar Lane collections.  
 
Cedar Lane also has an active tutoring program.  
Two team members tutor Fatema and 6 other 
Cedar Laners tutor different refugee families from 
a variety of countries.   
 
Looking toward the future, there are 2 families we 
have been asked to consider supporting; one from 
Syria and the other from Colombia.  Please let us 
know if you are interested in working with a new 
family or in tutoring.    
 
To plan for supporting a new family and other 
activities that arise in the future, the team will 
meet as necessary on a Tuesday evening.  The 
specific Tuesday of the month will be determined 
by the interests of the team members. 
 

To join our mailing list, send a blank message to:  
new-neighbors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Kay Gottesman (kgottesman@verizon.net) and 
Cathy Knapper (cknapper@verizon.net).  
 

Social Justice 
Opportunities 
 

 
Drop-Offs for Beacon House Gift 
Program 
Sundays, Dec 2, 9, & 16 
Beacon House has identified children/youth ages 5 
- 15 who may not receive gifts this holiday season. 
UU churches around the Beltway have committed 
to donating gifts for these children/youth as well as 
the other 100+ kids who attend Beacon House 
programs. Cedar Lane has received the first names 
and ages of 20 children/youth with their wish list 
requests, and we would like to provide a gift for 
each one in the $25 - $50 range. Additionally, 
Cedar Lane has committed to donating additional 
gifts for the other children of Beacon House that 
you can choose from an overall wish list. Full info 
at: cedarlane.org/event/beacon-house-2018. 
 

A full listing of our social justice opportunities can 
be found here:  cedarlane.org/service-and-justice.   
 

 
 

The Cedar Lane Newsletter is published monthly. The 
next deadline is Friday, Dec 14, 2018.  Please submit to 

sdavidson@cedarlane.org.  
Editor:  Frances Pflieger 

mailto:kgottesman@verizon.net
mailto:cknapper@verizon.net
http://cedarlane.org/service-and-justice
mailto:sdavidson@cedarlane.org
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301-493-8300 | office@cedarlane.org | cedarlane.org 
     
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
________________________________________ 
 
The Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Senior Minister 
The Rev. Katie Romano Griffin, Assistant Minister 
Tim Atkins, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
The Rev. Archene Turner, Affiliated Community Minister 
The Rev. Kenneth Torquil MacLean, Minister Emeritus 
Dr. Henry Sgrecci, Director of Music 
Gail Riley, President, Board of Trustees 
Jen Morley, Executive Director  
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